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Background: 

• Road traffic injuries are a leading cause of death, killing nearly 1.3 million people 
annually. Approximately 90% of these deaths occur in low- and middle-income 
countries. Unless action is taken urgently, the number of road traffic injuries and deaths 
is likely to continue to rise in most regions of the world as motorization increases. 
Indeed, if current trends continue unabated, road traffic injuries are predicted to rise 
from their current position as the ninth leading cause of death to become the fifth 
leading cause of death by 2030. Road traffic injuries kill approximately 316 000 people 
each year in the WHO South-East Asia Region. This is 25% of the estimated global total 
of road traffic deaths. Almost half of those killed on the roads are pedestrians, cyclists 
and motorcyclists, the so-called vulnerable road users in the WHO South-East Asia 
Region 

• Since August 2022, WHO started to work on the 5th Global status report. The objectives 
of the report are to monitor progress relating to the Decade of Action for Road Safety 
and SDG 3.6 at the national and international levels, to describe the road safety 
situation in all Member States and assess changes that have occurred since the 
publication of previous versions of the Global status report, to evaluate the gaps in road 
safety nationally to stimulate action , to generate data to stimulate research on road 
safety implementation decision making, and to strengthen the network of individuals 
caring for and working on road safety around the World. In South East Asia region, ten 
out of eleven countries in the region participated in the current WHO report and all 
participating countries conducted their consensus meeting.  

 

Objectives : 

• The main objectives of the regional meeting is to discuss the current status of the 
decade of Action for Road Safety 2021–2030 and identify mechanisms for acceleration. 
Some specific objectives were:  

• Discuss the preliminary findings of 5th Global Status Report for Road Safety and 
create an in-depth strategic dialogue at the level of different areas of the Global Plan 
of Action for Road Safety 2021-2030, namely: 

o Discuss the foundation of safe system approach from the findings of 5th Global 
Status Report for Road Safety including lead agency, strategies and its targets, 
financing, legal framework, priorities and planning 

o Develop country priority action based on the findings of the 5th Global Status 
Report for Road Safety  

 

Topic Covered during the meeting and key points  

1. Decade of Action for Road Safety 2021-30: Global Perspectives & Lessons from the 

1st Decade  



• Decade of Action for Road Safety 2021-2030 targets to reduce road traffice deaths. The 
plans calls for urgency of actions by adopting local actions to acheive targets.  

• The plan identifies areas of action including multimodal transport and land -use planning 
, safe road infrastructure , safe vehicle, safe road use and post-crash response.  

• The presentations higlighted key areas of acheivements and milestones inlcuding 
advocacy at high level meedting of road safety lead agency. The need to advocacy for 
road safety not only for mobility but at the greater cause inlcuding climate change, 
gender, environment are partinent.  

 
2. Panel Discussion 1: Road Safety Engagement beyond Health Sector, Road transport, 

Law makers for road safety: Leveraging the opportunities 

• The objective of the panel discussion were to discuss the importance of cross sectoral 
engagement for road safety and explore areas of collaboration and convergence 
towards achieving global targets and panel members were probed with following key 
questions:  

• How do you engage different stakeholders in the strategic planning process so that they 
feel a sense of ownership for road safety? 

• How do you ensure that road safety plans complement, reflect and further the agendas 
of other sectors? 

• What are the major challenges in multisectoral collaboration in road safety and how 
can we resolve these challenges?    

- The panel members highlighted that various level of collaoborations happend 

with road safety council, traffice police, ministry of health and other sectors  

- The panel members highlighted that  multi sectoral collaborations are difficult 

and need stronger institutional mechanisms and funding for meaningful 

collaboration 

- Some of the key challenges highlighted were discrepancy of data sources 

between police, health, and other sectors, competing priorities and 

instituttional mechanisms and lack of funding for meaningful colloboartion.  

- Opportunities exist to strengthen Road safety plan and  complement SDGs, air 
pollution gender and climate change agenda. However more research is needed 
to have direct impact linkages.  

- The members highlighted that opportunities exist to engage youths as next 
generations champions, use of new technology, importance of engaging media 
and private sector.  

 

3. Panel Discussion 2: Engaging Non-state actors: academia, NGO, INGO and 

international partners. 

The objective of this panel discussion is to discuss the importance of non-state, academia, 

NGOs and international agencies engagement for road safety and explore areas of 



collaboration and convergence towards achieving global targets and following key questions 

were discussed:   

o What are the main actions taken by your agency and what are the main 
challenges faced by your agency in achieving road safety targets.  

o How do you think, Member states could leverage engagement of different Non 
state, NGO and international agencies in road safety initiatives?  

o How do you ensure that road safety plans complement, reflect and further the 
agendas of different agencies?   

o What are the major challenges in multisectoral collaboration in road safety and 
how can we resolve these challenges   

• The pannel members discussed on the areas where each agency could play an part and 
leverage the strengthens and institutional capacity for e.g role of UNESCAP is well 
recognized by transport sector but it is not well known by health sector and can work 
very well with transport sector.  

• The members also highlighted the challenges in achieving global targets, vehicle safety 
standards etc.  

• NGOs can assist with community engagement and getting support from the community 
and academia can share the scientific evaluation results for improving the effectiveness 
of various interventions. Each stakeholder has different priority and timelines.  

• The members highlighted the need for a regional framework for road safety  

• The road safety agenda needs to be discussed at the sustainable development in 
transport 

• The members also highlighted the need for research into road safety    
 

4. Post-crash response system Thailand Lessons Learnt & Thailand Annual National 
Status Report: Process, Lessons, and Challenges 

• Thailand experience in emergency care and the publication of a national status report 
and its beneficial role in generating knowledge, social mobilization. 

• Key lessons learnt were to start small build on success stories and motivate staff to 
drive goals. Also it is important to establish trauma standards, accreditation and key 
performance indicators linked to registry to show results.  

 

5. Site visit to Khon Kaen hospital and driving license educational center 
            
    The filed to driving test school, simulation laboratories were lessons for many other 
countries.  
 



 
 

6. 5th GSRRS: Preliminary key findings and progress in the region 
 

The particicpants dividided into group and some of the key priliminary findings of the global 

status report were shared within the group. The groups discussed to address following key 

questions:   

• What are key challenges you think that they hinder the progress in road safety in the 
region, think beyond the conventional financial, capacity and resource challenges for the 
region.   

• What are key actions that can be developed to overcome these challenges, identify 
implementation approaches for the region.    

• What are the key areas of focus for the region to accelerate towards achieving global 
target and identify key stakeholders for implementation    

• How can WHO play vital role, think anything beyond technical support  

• The participants highlighted following key challenges and recommentdations  

Issues /challenges  Recommendations  

- Lack of reliable data on 
road traffic crashes 

- Road infrastructure/ 
road design challenges 

- Establishing an integrated injury and 
trauma registry 

- Establishing research centers 



- Poorly designed 
intersections, lack of 
proper signage, and 
inadequate lighting can 
all contribute to road 
crashes.  

- Lack of implementation 
and enforcement of the 
laws and policies  

- Inadequate number of 
emergency care 
facilities (injury and 
trauma 

- No specific Leadership 
for road safety 

- Lack of clear 
operational definitions 
for injuries, fatalities 
and risk factors 
/assessment modes 

- Geographical access 
related challenges 

- Lack of speed 
restriction in 
commercial and 
personal vehicle 

- Data quality and 
missing data remains a 
challenge, weak 
enforcement of 
legislations, weak 
governance. 

 

- Community surveys by independent 
institutions 

- Strengthen assessment/inspection by 
developing a standard. 

- Road audits - to be done periodically. 
- Incorporating awareness and 

advocacies on road safety in 
educational institutions as early as 
from pre-schools 

- Time-bound targets are needed to 
ensure the enforcement of the laws 
and policies. 

- Leveraging technologies such as CCTV 
on the roads to monitor that the rules 
and regulations are followed properly 

- Develop more emergency care facilities  
- Develop road safety policy and action 

plan in-line with second decade 
- Uniform definition discussion & 

government acceptance. 
- Develop capacities for road safety 

management to local governance 
- Automated enforcement methods with 

focus in high penalties and recovery of 

penalties  

- Adopt guidelines for vehicle safety and 

standards for these vehicles. 

- Involve users and governments bodies 
in monitoring. 

- Insurance for all users to be made 
mandatary for public transport 
providers. 

- Learn from experts from other 

countries who have used low-cost 

intervention methods for safer inter-

sections. 

- Train in iRAP 

- Conduct Star ratings of new roads and 
monitor 

- Establish graduated driver licensing 
training systems and also upgrade 
existing licensing system with latest 
AI/electronic technology.   



- Standardized data formats and 
protocol for each stakeholder, 
continuous monitoring and evaluation. 

   

 

 
7. Panel Discussion 3: Strengthening Country Support through WHO-CC 

The main objectives of this panel discussion is to understand the potential of WHO-CC to 

maximize road safety support to member states. The pannel members discussed on following 

key questions:   

1. What are the initiatives taken by your agency, WHO-CC on road safety and what are the 

challenges faced by your agency 

2. What support do your agency provide to the member states and how can member 

states maximize benefit from WHO-CC on road safety  

3. What are priority areas that your agency will be venturing to support member states 

achieve road safety targets?  

• The members highlighted on what programatic areas that the WHO-CC cover and areas 

where member states can be supported.  

• The members highlighted that WHO-CC can provide short term training/capacity building 

workshops, internships, sharing best practice data formats and protocols. 



8. Country Actions 
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